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STELLINCEN 
8-cell selection in autoimmune diseases is different to that seen in classical antigen­
driven selection. - This thesis 
Acquisition of N-glycosylation motifs on the variable regions of B cell receptors may 
confer an altered B cell selection in autoimmune diseases through binding to lectins of 
the innate immune system. - This thesis 
There are clear differences in the molecular characteristics of lgG transcripts derived 
from parotid glands of pSS patients versus non-pSS controls. - This thesis 
8-cell depletion with rituximab fails to reset the core characteristics of immunoglobulin 
gene repertoires in salivary glands of treated pSS patients. - This thesis 
lg-producing cells that persist after rituximab treatment in salivary glands of pSS 
patients could contribute to the disease relapse observed after treatment. - This thesis 
The grind of manuscript submission and review is unfair, with only reviewers allowed 
anonymity. Anonymity should be enforced for authors too, until publication. That should 
take care of crony politics and petty vengeance among the ostensibly intellectual elite. 
Students can be a boon to inter-disciplinary research because, being unencumbered by 
expertise, they fearlessly lead (or carry) their supervisors into unfamiliar territories. - I run 
R. Cohen, "Immune System Computation and the Immunological Homunculus", 2006 
A uni-cultural experience leads to pride and prejudice; a multi-cultural adventure 
teaches tolerance and respect. 
Truth is so obscure in these times, and falsehood so established, that, unless we love 
the truth, we cannot know it.- Blaise Pascal, 1623-1662; French mathematician, physicist, 
inventor, writer and Catholic philosopher. 
Wise men speak because they have something to say; Fools speak because they have to 
say something. -Plato, ancient greek philosopher 
A thoroughbred horse is not dishonoured by a poor saddle - an Arabic saying 
The man who trims himself to suit everybody will soon whittle himself away. - Charles M. 
Schwab, 1862-1939, American steel magnate 
Success is simple: Do what's right, the right way, at the right time. - Arnold H. Glasgow, 
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